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FOUNDED JUNE 1949 
Vol. I JUNE 1951 Incorporated-NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 
Dedication 
With deferent appreciation the editorial staff dedicates this first issue of the national magazine to 
the organization's founders, Links Sarah Scott and Margaret Hawkins, who conceived the idea of linking 
together the best efforts of women across this country in a cogent fortifkation- -designed by its vigilant 
bonds----to deepen the effective inroads being made in social diagnoses, cultural awareness, and civic 
sensitivity . 
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A Salute to the National Chapters of the National Links 
We salute the women of the Chapters of the 
National Links! That many think the basic principles 
of the Links are sound is evidenced by the enthus-
iastic response of more and more women to the 
dream of a few. The steady growth of the parent 
organization on the local · Ievel, and the almost 
phenomenal success of many of the Chapter pro-
jects should give us a feeling of justifiable pride ! 
In a few short years this group has become a vi1al 
and forceful part of community endeavors for civi c 
and intercultural betterment. 
ft has often been said that there is much for 
all -0:P.°"'tJ s to do, but it somehow seems tha t onl y 
busy people find time to accomplish th ings . We are 
quite certain that a "look at the record" of Chapter 
activities and programming will be conclusive proof 
that we have come a long way toward reachin g 
our ultimate goal of civic, intercultural , and social 
advancement. 
Though activities may differ from locality to lo-
cality, all are working to carry out a program which 
not only focuses attention on local Chapter affairs, 
but on the program of the national organization as 
well. "Let us still be up and doing!" 
The Editorial Staff. 
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Thumb Nail History of the National Links 
JUNE 4, 1949 - - First National Convention - - Pyramid Club, Philadelphia, Pennsylvan
ia. 
Fourteen chapters were represented : Atlantic City, N . J., Washington, D. C., St . Louis M
o., W ilmington, Del. , 
Baltimore, Md. , Pittsburgh, Pa., Raleigh, N. C., Peters ;Jurg, Va., Rocky Mount, N. C., 
Greater New York, 
Central Jersey, Dayton, Ohio, North Jersey and Ph iladelphia , Pa. 
National Officers Elected 
Pres idenL ....... . .. .. .. ......... .. .... ......... Mrs . Sara Scott Treasurer ..
. ........ ... ... .. ................. Mrs. Dorothy Rei d 
Vice President ........ . .......... .... . ...... Mrs . Letitia Rose JournalisL
 .. .... ........................ Mrs. Claudine Lewis 
Corresponding Secretary .... Mrs. Myrtle Manigault Financial S
ecretary .. ..... ... .. ...... .. . . Mrs. Ethel Lowry 
Recording Secretary .... ......... ... Mrs. Beatrice Butler Parliamentarian
 .... . .... ....... ........ Mrs . Julia Delaney 
Additional Members Elected to the Executive Council. 
Publici ty ........... ......... : ... . ............. Mrs . Jessie Vann Historian ...... .. ...
.... .............. ... Mrs . Li 11 ian Stanford 
Me mbers-at-Large--Mrs. Lillian Brown, Mrs . Margaret Hawkins, Mrs. Daisy Lampkins
, Mrs . Blanche 
Sinkler and Mrs. Bernice Thomas . 
Threefold Purpose 
To encourage cultural appreciation through the arts ; to develop enriched intergroup
 relationships; to help 
women bettter understand and assume their social and civic responsibilities locally 
and nationally. 
National Project 
The Improvement of Human Relat ions in the U. S. 
FEBRUARY 12, 1950 - - The First Executive Council Meeting - - Hotel Theresa, New Yo
rk 
APRIL 8, 1950 - - Second National Convention - - Indiana Ave. Schoo!, Atlantic City, N. 
J. 
Four new chapters represented: Cinc innati, Ohio, Ly nchburg , Va ., Columbus, Oh io an
d Winston-Salem, N. C. 
JANUARY 20, 1951 - - Second Executive Council Meeting - - YMCA, Baltimore, Md. 
MARCH 28, 1951 - - Incorporation of The National Links - - Law Firm of Adler & Meze
y 
Mrs . Christine Howell, Chairman of the Incorporat ion Comm ittee . 
Seated, Left to Right: Kathleen B. Douglass, Harriet E. lewis, Treasurer; Jessie M. Vann, President; Jewel B:ow, Recording Secretary; Lillian Brown, Corresponding Secretary; Carolyn Stevenson, Vice President; Esther Summers, Corinne Lindsay, Betty Butler, Billie Butler, Rachel lewis, Daisy E. Lampkin, Lucille Cuthbert, Gertrude Holmes and Gladys Curtis. 
CONVENTION GREETINGS 
From the Pittsburgh Chapter 
It is indeed a pleasure for the members of the Pittsburgh Links to extend to the National Body greet-
ings and a warm welcome on the occasion of its Third Annual Convention. To give you some idea of the 
kind of a city in which you are meeting, I would like to mention a few pertinent facts. 
Pittsburgh, one of the nation's greatest cities, has never fully capitalized on all of its advantages. 
Among the world's largest industries located here are: Heinz 57 Varieties, Westinghouse Electric Company, 
Pittsburgh Plate Glass, and the world's largest Negro newspaper, The Pittsburgh Courier. These great in-
dustries have made Pittsburgh the "ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY", in that she not only provides the sinews of 
war and builds great wealth, but in the fact she has attained a high state of harmony in race relations. As 
symbolized in the name of our organization, Pittsburgh is one of the strongest LINKS in the chain of cities 
that makes America the greatest nation on earth. 
Our great city has recently awakened to her potentialities as exemplified in the slogan, PITTSBURGH 
PROMOTES PROGRESS. A smoke abatement program is working satisfactorily, building is at a peak, flood 
control has been instituted, highways are being enlarged, educational facilities and medical research are on 
the increase, and the finest airport in the country is nearing completion . 
It is to this progressive city which also includes fine homes, stately churches, and beautiful parks 
tha t: we welcome you. We sincerely hope that you will take advantage of everything the city has to offer-
an cf ~ lien your stay is ended you will be able to say, "This is the end of a perfect day ." 
... 
Boston Chapter 
The Boston Links were organized in February, 1951 by Mrs. Ethel Lowry at the home of Esther Wilson. 
We are really too young to have an interesting history, but are working toward a vigorous program 
for next year. Too many organizations had spring affairs, planned a year ago, for us to compete with them, 
especially since we had promised to work with them . 
Lucy Mitchell, Member of The Board of Directors of The United Community Se rvices of Massachusetts, 
left her position as Director of the Nursery School of Robert Gould Shaw House this spring to attend the 
meeting of The National Association of Nursery Education, and to conduct one of the Institutes of the Child 
Welfare League of America. 
We introduced ourselves to Boston through a small card party at Esther Wilson's in May. 
Virginia Dabney presented us with a prospective member for 1951. 
We took in five new members at our June meeting. 
Our membership includes: Mrs. Esther H. Wilson, President; Miss Lorena Cuzzens, Secretary; Mrs. 
Florence Lewis, Treasurer; Mrs. Virginia D_abney, Mrs Amelia Gourdin, Mrs. Gladys McAdoo, Mrs. Lucy 
Mitchell and Miss Bali Schalk. 
Charleston Chapter 
Among the more recent chapters joining the ranks of Links is the Charleston Chapter, organized on 
March 29 in the home of Mrs. Mayme Masey. Dorothy Reid assisted by Estelle Jerrett of the New York 
Chapter officiated. 
Out-of-town guests witnessing the ceremonies included: Dr. T. C. McFall, Mr. John Potts, Dr. Luther 
Purvis, Mr. Spurlock of St. Louis and Mrs. Anne Johnson of Flint, Michigan. 
A highlight of the weekend was a Link tour of the historical and world famous Magnolia Gardens. 
Members of the chapter ·are: Jessie Brown, Vargie Harrison, Ellen Hoffman, Rose Higgins, Mayme 
Massey, Blanche McFall, Muriel Potts, Amelia Purvis and Charlotte Tracey. 
Houston Chapter 
The Houston Chapter met first as a tentative group in June 1950. The group was officially organized 
on March 3, 1951 at 8 P.M. with Lillian Brown conducting the installation services at the home of Martha 
Davis. There are 14 members of the Chapter. 
Following the installation, the husbands joined us for a buffet supper. On March 4th, a Sun-
day afternoon tea was held from 4 to 7 P.M. at the home of Garriette Lanier, for the invited guests of the 
Links. Five hundred registered. 
Our first project was contributing clothes to the American Friends Service Committee. We are making 
a survey now as 10 the project we will support next. There was a Houston girl at one of the private schools 
to whom we gave aid. 
We are wishing for you a most successful convention and sorry that we will not be officially repre-
sented. 
Niagara-Buffalo Chapter 
The Links of the Niagara-Buffalo chapter have spent a great part of the past year in organization ; 
planning a budget; selecting a charity and trying to find a meeting day that will fit into the schedule of ten 
busy members. We have, however, sponsored our first annual Children's Christmas Party; have helped 
furnish a sun room at the Meyer Memorial Hospital; promoted a scholarship fund and membership cam-
paign for the Community Center a huge card party and a fashion show for the Urban League, presented 
panel discussions on Inter-cultural Relations for the Council of Social Agencies; promoted musical concerts 
for the benefit of religious work. 
We have promoted the interest of the United Negro College Fund; given a dance for the March of 
Dimes; raised $2800.00 for Cancer Campaign. One of us was named worn~ of the year for outstanding 
work with children. Three of us have been elected to boards of directors in the fields of business ; religion, 
wE:lfare and industrial relations. In every civic activity mentioned, one of us served as general chairman . 
,· . Some of us have traveled at home and abroad. Some of us have increased our family group but in 
aH ~ fra t may have happened to us we have stuck together and in retrospect are quite sure that we have 
had a corking good time sharing the ups and downs as well as the joys and fellowship of our chapter. 
